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TECHNICAL CIRCULAR No. 016 of 07 July 2011 
 

To:  All Surveyors 

Applicable to flag:  All Flags 

Subject:  Definition of Oil Residue and Oily Bilge Water, FORM A &B 
amendments. 

Reference:  POLLUTION - MEPC 187(59) MARPOL Annex I-Amendments 

 
1. PURPOSE 

 
MEPC 187(59) clarifies longstanding requirements and removes existing ambiguities in order 
to facilitate compliance. 
Definitions for oil residue (sludge), oil residue (sludge) tanks, oily bilge water and oily bilge 
water holding tanks are introduced for the first time. 
 

2. Annex I- AMMENDMENTS 
 
Annex I – Reg. 1 Definitions 
The following new subparagraphs .31, .32, .33 and .34 are added after existing  
subparagraph .30:  
“.31  Oil residue (sludge) means the residual waste oil products generated during the  
normal operation of a ship such as those resulting from the purification of fuel or  
lubricating oil for main or auxiliary machinery, separated waste oil from oil  
filtering equipment, waste oil collected  in drip trays, and waste hydraulic and  
lubricating oils.  
.32  Oil residue (sludge) tank means  a tank which holds oil residue (sludge) from  
which sludge may be disposed directly through the standard discharge connection  
or any other approved means of disposal.  
.33 Oily bilge water means water which may be contaminated by oil resulting from  
things such as leakage or maintenance work in machinery spaces.  Any liquid  
entering the bilge system including bilge wells, bilge piping, tank top or bilge  
holding tanks is considered oily bilge water.  
.34  Oily bilge water holding tank means a tank collecting oily bilge water prior to its  
discharge, transfer or disposal 
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Annex I – Reg. 12 Tanks for oil residues (sludge) 
 
2 Paragraph 1 is amended to read as follows:  
“1 Every ship of 400 gross tonnage and above shall be provided with a tank or tanks  
of adequate capacity, having regard to  the type of machinery and length of  
voyage, to receive the oil residues (sludge) which cannot be dealt with otherwise  
in accordance with the requirements of this Annex.” MEPC 59/24/Add.1  
3 The following new paragraph 2 is inserted, after the existing paragraph 1:  
“2 Oil residue (sludge) may be disposed of directly from the oil residue (sludge)  
tank(s) through the standard discharge connection referred to in regulation 13, or any  
other approved means of disposal.  The oil residue (sludge) tank(s):  
.1 shall be provided with a designated  pump for disposal that is capable of  
taking suction from the oil residue (sludge) tank(s); and   
.2 shall have no discharge connections to the bilge system, oily bilge water  
holding tank(s), tank top or oily water  separators except that the tank(s)  
may be fitted with drains, with manually operated self-closing valves and  
arrangements for subsequent visual monitoring of the settled water, that  
lead to an oily bilge water holding  tank or bilge well, or an alternative  
arrangement, provided such arrangement does not connect directly to the  
bilge piping system.”  
 
 
CONARINA Technical Office will up-date and send survey instructions by your next 
vessel’s attendance for; 
-SUPPLEMENT TO THE IOPP CERTIFICATE FORM A (SHIPS OTHER THAN OIL 
TANKERS) AND  
-FORM B (OIL TANKERS) 
 
REFERENCES: MARPOL Annex I 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1) MEPC 187(59) 

 

 

 

 

      Kindest Regards,  
Cosmin Bozenovici 
Naval Architect – Conarina Technical Head Office 

 


